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Windmills in Amesbury

Windmills have existed back into antiquity, as much for sawing and grinding grain as for pumping
water. During pioneering of the American Great Plains windmills allowed agricultural development
independent of natural surface water. That opportunity spurred, from the 1850s, midwestern
industrial manufacture of drilling, pumping, and windmill technology, with metal windmills (often
having wood blades) that could be packaged into kits and shipped by rail.

While hardly America’s breadbasket, Amesbury was still largely agricultural throughout the 19"
century, with an agricultural fairground operating into the 1920s (J. G. Whittier had once been
secretary) and still having farms on much of Cedar and EIm Streets. While the 1870s suffered a
depressed economy that slowed business, closed the textile mills, and would have discouraged
the expense of windmills, the 1880s saw recovery and growth that began creating modern
Amesbury. Still, there was no centralized Amesbury water distribution system until the mid-1880s,
which needed time to fully develop in town, and would not quickly benefit rural locations. The
1880s thus saw occasional windmills poking up into Amesbury skies.

At right, a windmill of un-  Windmill GeorgeW Morrill house
determined ownership at b R AU :
the current Highland St.
Health Center location.
George W. Morrill is a
possible candidate, whose
mansion was on Morrill

.

Place where the elder S gl g 4;,;% AN $;*
ags - .”' < . _.-.‘ » - .:h.
care facility is now. ¢ ' ATy 1

1890 aérial map.
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Urban Development of EIm Street Farmland
There was a Collins enclave on Elm St. where Collins Ave. and St. are now. Out beyond that EIm
St. had large vacant areas, some owned by Edmund Morrill and Edwin S. Lane, the latter a brother
of Thomas W. Lane. Edmund Morrill lived in East Salisbury at the edge of the Plains, which was the
expansive flat marsh between Rt. 1 and the beaches. Edwin Lane perhaps obtained his land from
Morrill, and the two had large holdings from the north side of EIm St. down to the Powow River.
Dudley Marston purchased his L-shape lot in 1882 from E. S. Lane, who had opened Oak and

Oakland Streets. Dudley Marston  Lane & Morrill Edwin S. Lane home and
Collins family enclave home & land ) carriage complex
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Dudley J. Marston Property & Windmill — Summer of 1887

This photo was taken from Brown’s Hill, looking out over Elm Street. Most of these houses still exist.
The railroad engine house would today back up against the paved walkway between Riverwalk and
Oakland Street. Dudley Marston was a carriage wheel manufacturer who built his windmill and pump
house in 1883 to match his Mansard house and carriage barn. This remains the first known windmill
in town, the side street rapidly becoming known as Windmill Street. Edwin Lane built additional
houses on Windmill, Oak, and Oakland Streets. Marston then removed his windmill in 1889, building
there a side-by-side duplex house that still stands, and later another house in his L around on
Oakland Street. This is the only photo found of any of the local windmills.

RR engine house Mars

e

ton’s windmill & pumphouse  Marston’s carriage barn

Marston’s house
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News Articles regarding Dudley J. Marston’s Home and Windmill

the windmill at the corner of Marston and Oakland Streets
Marston Street then known as Windmill Street

1882-07-27, Villager, Page1 1882-08-04, Weekly News, Page4

Dudley Marston & Go., have bonght The report has been going the rounds
one hundred rods of laudof E. S. Lase || that D. J. Marston is soon to put up a

e . heel factory on land owned by him a
nunr the engire house of llfe Sulns.;hur_\ :;11)83 d?:Mng e from the depot. }This S
Brapch Railroad, and will build +{] not so. He does not intend to- build. at.

wheol- fuctory-thope. -.A beancl .trach; | present, but will move into Colchester

. oy i ' 1{ | Mill.  Neither is it true that he has a Co.
will be laid in froot of the factory aud connected with him.

{ making the thifl he has on‘this street, . 1

1883-08-31, Weekly News, Page4

L ~—D. J."Maiston |
is putting dp a barn on“Elin street, to’
correspond with'his residence;-and is*also’
erecting a windmill, for wateri2-—E: S. |
Lane has contracted for the erection of |
another cottage housé on Oak 'street, this

a rond 1o be Inid out through adjoiviv:
land will connecet with Elm street.

The double
forD. J. Ma

Dudley J. Marston.

Amesbury Windmills

up and boarded.

1889-12-19, Villager, Pagel
nerwent house being bullt
on Windmlil street is
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Augustus N. Parry — 1884 Carriage Maker & Purveyor of Windmills

A N. Baunx will wmannfadure; The Qld Reliabl: Htover
abont 700 cwrringes this yeur, Iis :

———r . e ]

A. N. Parry was the carriage- pay roll is about $§2000 & month. | : of ;

; ; e "-""'"’l“ ? 2
ma_klng son of carriage maker, Two items from 1884-05-29, A q!.l‘%{a 1
advertising as also being the local carriages and windmills _' :_ d 1
agent for Stover windmills, /17 1

suggesting a growing market.
Farmers were generally the
primary windmill buyers, but in
the period before Amesbury had
a centralized domestic water THE OLD RELIABLE
source (1884) there would also f
be in-town customers who would =
desire an automatically pumped : STUVER

water supply. Also, commercial

water distribution would be slow w I N D M I L[L i .
to reach all over town, and even Rl P P
then, some people would HAS NO SUPERIOR.
continue relying on hand pumped HIS “U S“PEH]GR!

wells, either public or their own.

* / [

o
.ﬁ-ﬂ

53
228
‘. .
';.*
Tl

Has l=ss Parts to pgat ou® of orler.
Is onls#sloss in 1tz operation.
Ravolvo, Upon An-i-flitlwn St

1884-05-09, WeekAIjNews, Page 3

These windmills were made DY E.  sgFor prices and other particutars, consatt

Stover & Brothers of Freeport, Bals,

”lanlS A. N. pA R RY, :nll‘;ml:dlfuﬂ]g;‘bpﬂulﬂ:ﬁ Ll;l&;glﬁ:lr.:!;;rﬂ-:hm;
Agent for Amosbury, Salisbury and Vicinity, A' N . E A R RY!
sl an 1mer

Amesbury Windmills 5



December, 2023

E. Stover & Brothers Windmills, Freeport, lllinois

Intended for Ivrigating, Draining, Farnishing Water for Railroads, Villages, Water Works,
DBrickmakers, Farmers, sStock Ranches and Suburban Houses, giving them
Full Benefits of Blevated Water at a Trifling Cost.
We also manufacture GEARED WINDMILLS for running Lathes, Wood-saws, Corn-shellers, Feed-
cutters: and GRINDING MILLS, which we also manufacture extensively.,

A. N. Parry’s advert on the previous page was taken from
Stover’s general advert at right. Stover was in the Midwestern
agricultural and industrial heartland spread across northern
Ohio, Indiana, and lllinois, from which Amesbury received
various carriagemaking iron wares, and later orders for
boutique auto bodies. As seen above, the company made a
range of hardware, including grinding mills, to be driven by
their windmill. The installation at right powers both a water
pump and a feed grinder for a cattle ranch, and the company
notes applicability to other machining functions. Closer to
home, the Joy brothers of Newmarket, New Hampshire made

carriage jacks in a wood shop that at one time was powered
by a windmill.

D.C.STOVER Prest

A.S HELD, V. Prost, 0.J.ZIEGLER Supt Machinery,
JOHN M.IRWIN, Supt.Agencies
W.AMERRIFIELD, Secy & Treas

INCORPORATED 1882.
CAFITAL STOCK $250,000.

MAKERS OF THE -

Ranne meme 2 Comoian Mamsnwyn @i
BulLDERS & SPEcIAL HarpwaRE,
LIGHT GRAY IRON CASTINGS TO ORDER.

Amesbury Windmills

Ebay photos (2)

101d Reliable Stover.

| il £
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:
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FREEPCRT MACHINE CO,

Freeport, Ill., U. S. A.
Sole Manufacturers of the Stovar Windmill
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1884-5 - the “Eclipse” Windmill

Windmills had provisions for facing into winds, for power, and eventually for repositioning to drop
load during high destructive winds. On the other hand, such protections were not always effective.

Eclipse windmill at the American House
Hotel, which was on Main St. in what is now
the parking lot of McGinnis Auctioneers.

A new-Eclipse windmill has reeent-
ly been placed on the American
| House sfables, it Deing "a ‘substitute
for steam, in pumping the water into

building.

Eclipse windmills originated during the 1870s,
with a high-wind protection device and then
merged into Fairbanks Morse of Chicago
during the 1890s.

1884-04-25, Villager, Page5.

IESEES

‘q‘
j“um“{} .

—=u—y

Amesbury Windmills

the tanks in the upper part of the |

https://fineartamerica.com

Eclipse windmill at Daniel Huntington farm
(see next page), at the intersection of now
Main Street and Rt. 110, by Captains Well.

1884-05-15, Villager, Page5 .

A large windmill, of a new pattern,
'the firs® of this-kind ever built, has
lately been erected on the land of
Daniel Huntington, by Calvin Hor-
ton and son, and will be used to
pump water, supplying the farm and
adjoinfng buildings:

1884-05-29, Villager, Page5
The windmill Iately erected on- the
farm of Daniel Huntington, which
was blown to picces during a recent
Bigh wind, has been replaced by a
pew *‘Eclipse.”

1885-01-29, Villager, Page5

Heavy wind last' week destroyed
the fan of Daniel Huntington’s wind-
mill at Bartlett’s corner.
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The Daniel Huntington Farm, Where the Middle School Is Now

The Daniel Huntington properties: one was where the Middle School is now, the other is the still
extant yellow colonial house next door, sideways to Main Street. The 1890 aerial map does not

show a Huntington windmill.
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1884 Amesbury-Salisbury map

Bartlett estate, now Cumberland Farms, at Bartlett’s corner
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Locke & Jewell Factory at Mechanics Row, After Fire of 1887
1889 Sanborn Insurance Map, Sheet 1

The rebuilt Locke & Jewell factory has water tanks on its 3rd floor, plus a windmill that fills water
tanks in the basement. Safety lamps are kerosene lamps that have burners specially designed to
have extra airflow around them to prevent

ignition of kerosene fumes. Despite such LOC/(E < dE’gELL

measures, the factory burned again in 1891. CRRRIAGE M

An interesting note is the drive shaft that  Jwemwwenw v 40 2. Hewr & Fower: S

provides power to the Charles Pettingell 4£%#7y: Kewos. v Sarery Lanrs. Waren :
) & /RS . Wive Nid rucs 7Ansswy 8%

(misspelled on the map) factory next door.

/

2 2
SHAFT < Dy
[ =
39 Mecwanics Row,
- @j
LOCKE B JEWELL )
CRRRIAGE MEY, /|oF /e
h,i‘v”mwrﬂﬂ unTie A0 RN, Henr & Fower: Sremly, NY}
\ R s At B A £
-~ X IS
AN . g FLEY. Tkl 1§
% 2 B S ans, ,:‘I;M’:'l ¥ ?N l§ l'
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Into the 1890s, Windmills Were Going Up and Coming Down

- 1887-06-03, ADN, Page2|
_Samuel Rowell, Jr., has taken down
his windmil] on Powow Hill, used for
pumping water to his residence, as it
stood in the line of the road he is build-
ing up the hill. Another water taker,

1894-10-09, ADN, Page 1

WATER SUPPLIES.

Pond Hlllg peoplp are putting in several
npow water supplies, R E Woollard hasa

windmill In overation for snpplying his
premised. John Clark also has one nearly
! corapletsd.
| D QMax@eldand D E Currier are éhch
| ereauingz windmills and also & reservolr on
' the kpoll on Mr. Maxfield’s land the power
from which wlll be sufiicient to send water
; into the upper story of their bulidings,

Highutt Windmill Towsr. *
WoobnsvirL, N. H. Deo 20.—~Bald-
Elsewhere I win's windmill tower at Wells River, Vt.,

"= >} bullt by Smith & Winchester of Boston,

was successfully ralsed yeaterday. The

total height of the tower, with whosl, 1s

! 108 feet, and 1t 18 sald to be the highest
windmlll tower in the world, 3,

1899-03-08, ADN, Page 2,

FERRY AND POINT.

The wind, Jariog the storm here yes- |
ierday morning, blew with soch forosas
to blow over the windmii! of Alderman |’
Faulkper and destrOy the shed of YWm, |1
E. Worthen’s at Pleasant Valley Ped-
satriana found it herd work also to get
along bereat 1hs Point and Ferry

Maxfield & Currier owned a large
lumberyard on Railroad Avenue, and
lived near each other around Rt. 110 at
Bear Hill Road. This item at left appears
to refer to their residences.

<=

1894-12-27, ADN, Page 3
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The above advert ran a number of times in the Amesbury Daily
News around the turn of the century. Aermotor still exists,
building metal-bladed windmills as seen at right. The blades are
relatively broad, with curved airfoil shapes that are more
efficient, higher lift, than flat narrow wood-slat blades that had
been used on older windmills. The design emerged from 5000
tests conducted on 61 different rotor designs conducted indoors
under controlled conditions. The Aermotor, made in Chicago,
was introduced in 1888 after which the company rapidly
expanded. Manufacturing locations and company ownership
changed several times over the decades. They moved to San
Angelo, Texas in 1986 and are currently owned by a private
group of West Texas ranchers. These devices are still sold and
used in their originally intended environment.

The Aermotor Wlndmlll Company

g Lo .- e R
S LB t,..-.

GUT P lc b‘ythe eancernth.ntm

. wlun redumd :

in recent ted & new ides in Indmlll and
Water So Good:. Evea; g the farmer sells ks low.
Who sells ow to him ave re tedl retasod to join,
and bave thernfora defented windnul tion. and have,
alnce ‘83, reduced the cost of wind powe.r w § what it was
‘Through gratitnde, and becavse we are price makers, and are
ln.tut to doaj with, and becausa we are thoe sole onglnators @
) of all that is good in the modern sieel windoutl and
y tower, THE WORLD HAB GIVEN US MOﬂ.b HAN
uaur Ll'r%wmnmu. BUS'NESS, clieve B¢

grides and large sales, ‘H’e make short
Innd th=lon§
o

brass tube cylin

power siroke pumps, with best scamlosns N
rs, lower than l’" ron ones—a 24 x 15 inch at
t to 20 branch bouses. Send now l’q.-

-] __ -
A ay frel
EEEE ’geautlrnlly m"&.fnmfh uuloguo of up-to-date lden
<5id Boston X this sppears but once. Dur Imitators may not bave
- , Bait! mtcurlmlthu.ﬁomknomthe
- Pump oz Price untll he knows ours.
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1898-02-01, ADN, Page2
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