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Business owner giving Carriage 
Museum a new home 
BY JIM SULLIVAN 

AMESBURY — After years of uncertainty, the 
Amesbury Carriage Museum may have found 
a permanent home, courtesy of Greg Jardis. 

Jardis, the owner of Amesbury Industrial 
Supply, is granting approximately 2,300 
square feet of space on the ground floor of 
his former 1826 carriage factory building for 
the Carriage Museum’s new home. 

“This will be for however long the museum is 
active and viable,” Jardis said. “I hope that is 
long past when I am here.” 

The property is next door to Flatbread 
Company restaurant. Carriage Museum Executive Director John Mayer said his 
organization’s future home is just what the nonprofit needed. 

“This is about connecting people to Amesbury and I couldn’t be happier,” Mayer said. “I 
think this is really going to be a great thing for the museum. It is wonderful to be working 
with Greg Jardis.” 

The Carriage Museum entered into a partnership in 2004 with the Amesbury Chamber 
of Commerce to purchase the Heritage Center at 29 Water St. with plans to turn it into it 
home for both organizations for $200,000. 

But Mayer said the $6 million needed to transform the building into a museum proved to 
be an unattainable goal. 

“The project needed to be retired,” he said. 

While the building was offered to the city for a potential friendly taking, that deal didn’t 
work out and the owner of the neighboring 1-9 Oakland St., Dan Healey, recently 
bought the property for $70,000. 

Jardis said he has been very successful in Amesbury and, as a way to support his 

Amesbury Industrial Supply owner Greg Jardis is offering 
this section of his building to the Amesbury Carriage 
Museum in the Upper Millyard. Flatbread Company is 
behind the trees and the Hamilton Gateway arch is to the 
far right. 



community, he donated the Jardis-Taylor Center on Main Street to Our Neighbors’ 
Table along with $250,000 for the buildout in 2016. 

Jardis said donating space in his High Street hardware store to the Carriage Museum is 
a way to “let more people be aware of Amesbury’s vast history.” 

“I’ve only been in town for a little over 45 years and I have really come to appreciate 
what has happened here,” Jardis said. “I think it is really a great time for this. I can 
afford to give up some space and it is really exciting to me to be able to show off the old 
Bailey Mill Number Two and celebrate the past and the future.” 

Mayer said Jardis’ gift marks a “transformative moment” for the Carriage Museum. 

“All of a sudden, the path is clear,” Mayer said. 

“We don’t have to worry about finding a partner or working with the city. The space is 
available, we can develop it now.” 

Mayer said the museum is in the early stages of putting a program together and will 
soon be stepping forward with a fundraising campaign. 

“This opportunity frees us from so much,” Mayer said. “We don’t need tons of space. 
We just need a headquarters to work out of.” 

Pointing to other nonprofit organizations such as the Portsmouth Historical Society, 
which operates the Discover Portsmouth Center, and Immigrant City Archives Inc., 
which runs the Lawrence History Center, Mayer said the Carriage Museum may sport a 
different name when it moves to its new location. 

“We are going to be the Amesbury Carriage Museum but the name of the place will be 
something different,” Mayer said. “It could be the Millyard Museum, it could be the 
Millyard History Center. We are just now exploring how to express that in a name.” 

Jardis said he is glad to help and also intends to assist the museum with its fundraising 
efforts. 

“I feel like I am a really welcome, adopted son of Amesbury,” Jardis said. “There has 
been a need for a museum which preserves Amesbury’s past. I want to give as much 
back to the town and its culture as I can.” 


