
Amesbury Carriages Exhibited at the
Columbian Exposition of 1893

A group of 15 Amesbury carriage makers exhibited 37 carriages at Chicago’s
Columbian Exposition, the last hurrah before the country fell into four years of
depression and Chicago descended into the violent Pullman strikes of 1894. The
Amesbury Board of Trade had declared the town to be the “Carriage Center of
America” in 1892, and a pamphlet published for the Exposition was entitled
“Amesbury Mass. the Carriage Center of the World”.

Algrove Publishing Limited, of Ontario Canada, published in 2006 a copy of that
pamphlet, which is reproduced herein. It shows most of the carriage companies
that were then operating, and the carriage styles they chose to demonstrate their
capability. Many are two-seat carriages having such features as folding jump-seats
and “traps” having moving side panels for easy access to their rear seats. There
are also many “cut under” carriages having an open arch under the front seat
where smaller front wheels can pass into for a tighter turning radius.
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